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TO AMEMBASSY DAR ES SALAAM IMMEDIATE 
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AMEMBASSY NAIROBI PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY THE HAGUE PRIORITY 
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CONEIDENTIAL STATE 156579 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PINS, CASC (SMUTS, BARBARA), (SMITH, KENNETH STEVEN), 
(HUNTER, CARRIE JANE) 

SUBJ: KIDNAPPED AMERICANS: TRANSLATION OE MESSAGE IN 
SWAHI 

REF: DAR 2351 

1 . THE SWAHILI LINGUIST, A SWAHILI LANGUAGE TEACHER AND 
AN ADVANCED STUDENT AT FSI PROVIDE EOLLOWING COMMENTS ON 
EMBASSY'S TRANSLATION (PARA 1 REETEL) OE SWAHILI MESSAGE 
(PARA 2 REETEL): 

A. 2ND SENTENCE: QTE TULILOWAELEZENI UNQTE SHOULD BE 
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TRANSLATED QTE EXPLAINED TO YOU UNQTE. 
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QTE SIKU YA TATU UNQTE COULD BE EASTERN ZAIRE EXPRESSION 
FOR QTE WEDNESDAY UNQTE. SENTENCE WOULD THEREFORE READ: 
QTE EXCEPT THAT WHAT WE EXPLAINED TO YOU CONCERNING 
WEDNESDAY THE 2ND OF JULY; IT WILL NOT BE THAT DAY ANY 
MORE. UNQTE. 

B. 3RD SENTENCE: ASSUMING QTE KUFANYA UNQTE SHOULD BE 

QTE KUFANYWA UNQTE, EMBASSY'S TRANSLATION MAY BE A CORRECT 
ONE (QTE AND IT IS IMPOSSIBLE TO DO IT AGAIN EXCEPT IN 
TWO WEEKS. UNQTE); BUT IT COULD ALSO BE: QTE NOR WILL IT 
BE POSSIBLE TO DO IT AGAIN IN TWO WEEKS. UNQTE. 

C. 4TH SENTENCE: AMBIGUITY ARISES FROM UNCERTAINTY AS 
TO WHOSE DELAY IS REFERRED TO. IF NONDO IS EXPLAINING 
REASONS FOR PRP DELAY IN NOT RELEASING SMITH JULY 2, 
TRANSLATION WOULD BE: QTE (OUR) DELAY OF THAT DATE 
RESULTS FROM PREPARATIONS ON HOW TO SEND HIM, PARTICULAR- 
LY CONCERNING HIS SAFETY. UNQTE HOWEVER, IF HE IS 
REFERRING TO A DELAY CAUSED BY OUR SIDE (FOR EXAMPLE, THE 
REFUSAL BY THE TANGOV TO RELEASE PRISONERS OR THE LACK OF 
PUBLICITY), THE FOLLOWING TRANSLATION WOULD BE MORE 
ACCURATE: QTE (IF) THE DELAY OF THE AFOREMENTIONED DATE 
RESULTS FROM PREPARATIONS, HOW DO YOU EXPECT US TO LET 
HIM GO AND PARTICULARLY WHAT DO YOU THINK ABOUT HIS 
SAFETY? UNQTE. (WHOEVER IS CAUSING THE DELAY IS MAKING 
THE PREPARATIONS REFERRED TO.) THIS AMBIGUITY ALSO 
REFLECTS ON THE THIRD SENTENCE. IF IT IS OUR DELAY, 

SECOND TRANSLATION IS MORE ACCURATE(SECTION B ABOVE); 

IF IT IS PRP'S DELAY, FIRST TRANSLATION (THE EMBASSY'S) 

IS MORE ACCURATE. 

2. GIVEN EMBASSY'S PERSONAL CONTACT WITH NONDO, REQUEST 
YOUR VIEWS RE WHOSE DELAY HE IS REFERRING TO. INGERSOLL 
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